
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
1610 Prince Street, Conway, Arkansas, 501-329-3801, www.conwayfumc.org 

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, Children’s Sabbath  
September 20, 2026, 11:00 a.m. 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP  

THE WELCOME 

Prelude              Come, Thou Fount of  Every Blessing 

Introit I am Jesus’ little lamb Jesu Schäflein 

I am Jesus’ little lamb, ever glad at heart I am; for my Shepherd gently guides me, knows my 
need, and well provides me, loves me every day the same, even calls me by my name.  

– Henrietta von Hayn, 1778
The Opening Prayer 

Dear Heavenly Father, Thank you for this beautiful day. Give 
the poor the safety, security, and food they need. Help the 
people who are hurt; treat them with love and kindness. Let 
us appreciate our animals. Bless our family and friends in 
need. Thank you for the roof  over our heads and the food we 
have to eat. Thank you, God. Thank you, People. Thank you, 
Everyone. Amen  

* Hymn 168             At the Name of  Jesus King’s Weston    

Conferring the Third Grade Bibles	 with Pastor J. J. 
 (Please see the insert reverse)  

The Confession and Pardon, said by all 

Children are an inheritance from You, Mother God. You have 
entrusted these precious gifts to our care. Forgive us for not 
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honoring them with the ways that we devalue them by letting 
them go hungry, unhoused, bullied and body-shamed for 
being made in your image. You created a world of  plenty, Yet 
there are children starving for food, thirsting for clean water. 
You created a world of  peace, Yet there are children in the 
path of  war, innocent lives lost to the violence of  weapons 
and hatred. You created a world with time for rest, Yet there 
are children in homes and communities so wrought with 
uncertainty and fear that no rest comes and sleep carries with 
it memories of  fear. You created a world touched by your 
compassionate hand, Yet there are children who never hear 
kindness and never experience unconditional love in ways 
they can understand. It is our sin, through what we have 
done and what we have left undone, what we have said and 
what we have kept silent, that has caused your world to feel 
less compassionate, less restful, less peaceful and less 
bountiful.   Forgive us.   Place us back into the work of  
reconciling ourselves to our neighbors and this world so that 
we may again return to your loving creation.  

All pray in silence. 
Officiant 
Hear the Good News: Jesus loves you. In the name of  Jesus you 
are forgiven.  
All	 In the name of  Jesus you are forgiven. Thanks be to 	 	
	 God. Amen. 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE  
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The Prayer for Illumination, said by all, seated 

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of  your Holy 
Spirit, that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word 
proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us today. 
Amen.  

The Scripture Lesson                                             1 John 4:16–19                                                                                                                                                       

	 Reader	 The word of  God for the people of  God.  
	 People	 Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 23, Hymnal p. 754, Antiphon 1 
	 The Psalm antiphon is sung first by the psalmist, then by all. 

* Hymn 138                The King of  love                       St. Columba 

* The Gospel Lesson                                                 John 10:1–15                                                                   

	 Pastor	 The Gospel of  Jesus Christ.  
	 People	 Thanks be to God.  

The Sermon	 I Am the Good Shepherd  

* The Affirmation of  Faith, Hymnal p. 881  

Concerns and Prayers, all seated 

The Lord’s Prayer, text at Hymn 270  

The Offering                    

Anthem    Savior, like a Shepherd lead us    W. B. Roberts (b. 1947) 
         
Savior, like a Shepherd leads us; much we need thy tender care; in thy pleasant pastures feed 
us; for our use thy folds prepare. Blessed Jesus! Thou hast bought us, thine we are. Early let us 
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seek thy favor, early let us learn thy will; do thou, Lord, our only Savior, with thy love our 
bosom fill.                              
                                                                       – Dorothy Ann Thrupp (1779–1847) 
 	  
Text “Give” to 501-500-5335 
	 	 or place cash or a check in the offering plate 
	 	 or scan the QR code. 

As the offering is presented, the following hymn is sung by all: 
* Hymn 95                                                                      Old 100th 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.                

The Prayer of  Thanksgiving 

THE SENDING FORTH 

* Hymn 191                     Jesus loves me                   Jesus Loves Me            
   

The Dismissal with Blessing 

	 Officiant	 The peace of  Christ be with you. 
	 People	 And also with you. 

Response               I am Jesus’ little lamb                     Jesu Schäflein 

Who so happy as I am, even now the Shepherd’s lamb? And when my short life is ended, by 
his angel host attended, he shall fold me to his breast, there within his arms to rest.   
                                                                                              – Henrietta von Hayn  

Postlude                    Toccata in Seven          John Rutter (b. 1945)         
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Liturgy for Conferring the Third Grade Bibles 

Pastor, parents, teachers, and friends, facing the children: 
Receive the Word of  God. Learn its stories and study its words. Its stories 
belong to us all, and these words speak to us all. They tell us who we are. 
They tell us that we belong to one another, for we are the people of  God. 

Children: 
We receive these Bibles with our hands, our hearts, and our minds. Thank you. 
We will read and study the Bible together. The children and leaders face the 
congregation. 

Congregation to children: 
We rejoice in this step in your journey with God. We pray God will guide 
you, your family, and us as you use this Holy Bible in your home, in your 
church school classes, and in our worship. We will learn together and 
grow in our love for God's Word. 

Children to congregation: 
The Word of  God is a lamp to our feet, and a light to our path. Thanks be to 
God. 

Those Serving at 8:30 a.m.  
Officiant & Preacher 

Mackenzie Kestor; Rev. Nathan Kilbourne 
The Lay Ministers 

Rosemary Garner, reader; Henry Garner, cello; Ben Garner, guitar; 
the First Service Singers; Jason Saugey, organ 

Those Serving at 11:00a.m. 
Officiant & Preacher 

Lydia Kilbourne; Rev. J.J. Whitney; Rev. Nathan Kilbourne 
The Lay Ministers 

Norah Geier, reader; Kent Arnold, psalmist;  
Becca & Bennet Bell, acolytes; Henry Garner, cello; Ben Garner, guitar; 

the Chancel Choir; Kathy Linder, flute; Jason Saugey, organ 
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Tree

Sept. 20, 2026HAPPENINGS

to 833-935-8645 to be
added to our Churchwide

text system

“join”Text

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
7 a.m. Wednesdays,

Fellowship Hall

Wednesday Morning Study
10 a.m. on Wednesdays,

Youth Big Room
Study of the Gospel of John

MidWeek Activities 
Wednesday, Sept. 23

Dinner at 6 p.m. with age-
level activities and studies

after the meal

Food Pantry Distribution
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 24. Inside distribution

with meal

Open Play Pickleball
2 to 4 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 27,

Great Hall
We have equipment if you’d

like to learn!

Mary Mitchell Circle
1:30 p.m. Monday, Sept. 21

Wanda Eason's home,
1420 Bermuda St.

Blessing of the Animals
4 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 4,

church parking lot
Bring your pets for a

blessing!
Sponsored by our Children’s

Music Ministries

linktr.ee/conwayfirstumc

          Congratulations to Pastors Miranda and Chad
Hornsby on the birth of a son, Julian Asher Hornsby, born
Tuesday, Sept. 15, 2026. He weighed 9 pounds, 6 ounces. 
          Mother and baby are doing great -- and Dad's
hanging in there!
          The church families at Conway First United
Methodist and Vilonia United Methodist are excited to
meet Baby Julian.

Baby Julian Asher
Hornsby Has Arrived
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