
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
1610 Prince Street, Conway, Arkansas, 501-329-3801, www.conwayfumc.org 

The Baptism of  the Lord 
January 11, 2026, 11:00 a.m. 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP  

THE WELCOME 

Prelude   
Dear Jesus, we are here, BWV 731                J. S. Bach (1685–1750) 

Introit      Spirit of  the living God       Daniel Iverson (1890–1977)  

Spirit of  the living God, fall afresh on me. Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.  
                                                                        
The Call to Worship  

Officiant	 God spoke, and creation came to be. 
People	 We are made in God’s image—called good, called 	 	
	 	 beloved. 
Officiant	 God breathed life into us and entrusted us with care for 		
	 	 one another and the world. 
People	 Come, let us worship the Creator who calls us good 		
	 	 and the Redeemer who restores us in love. 

* Hymn 395                  Take time to be holy                      Holiness 

The Confession and Pardon, said by all 

Creating and Redeeming God, you formed us in your image 
and called your creation very good. Yet we confess that we 
forget who we are and whose we are. We fail to see your 
image in ourselves and in our neighbors. We misuse the gifts 
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you have given, harm the world you entrusted to our care, 
and place our trust in ourselves rather than in your saving 
grace. Forgive us, O God. Restore in us the image of  love 
and mercy you intended, and renew us that we may live as 
your people, reflecting your goodness in all that we do. 
Amen. 

All pray in silence. 
Officiant	  
Hear the good news: The God who created us in love has not 
abandoned us in our brokenness. In Jesus Christ, the image of  
God made flesh, we are forgiven, restored, and made new. 
All	 Thanks be to God. Amen.  

Commissioning the Guatemala Missionaries 
(Please see the reverse of  the insert for the Service of  Commissioning) 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE  

The Prayer for Illumination, said by all, seated 

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of  your Holy 
Spirit, that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word 
proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us today. 
Amen.  

The Scripture Lesson                                            Genesis 1:26–31                                                                               

	 Reader	 The word of  God for the people of  God.  
	 People	 Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 8, Hymnal p. 743, Antiphon 2  
	 The Psalm antiphon is sung first by the psalmist, then by all.  
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* Hymn 252            When Jesus came to Jordan             Complainer  

* The Gospel Lesson                                                   John 1:1-13                                                                             

	 Pastor	 The Gospel of  Jesus Christ.  
	 People	 Thanks be to God.  

The Sermon	 Let’s Start at the Very Beginning 

Concerns and Prayers, all seated 

The Lord’s Prayer, text at Hymn 270 

The Offering                    

Anthem                
   Bring low our ancient Adam, BWV 22.5                        J. S. Bach  

Bring low our ancient Adam, then raise us by your grace. Lift up to life eternal our fallen 
human race to life that finds its measure, clarity, and pleasure, in you, Creator God. Creator 
God who made us: all things are in your power. You govern start to finish our every mortal 
hour. Draw in our hearts, enfold them, attract our senses, hold them, supreme, transcendent 
force.  
                                                                            – Elizabeth Cruciger (1500–1535)                   

	 	 Text “Give” to 501-500-5335 
	 	 or place cash or a check in the offering plate 
	 	 or scan the QR code. 

As the offering is presented, the following hymn is sung by all: 
* Hymn 95                                                                     Old 100th             

The Prayer of  Thanksgiving 
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THE SENDING FORTH 

* Hymn 193           Jesus, the Name high over all            Gräfenberg 

The Dismissal with Blessing 

	 Officiant	 The peace of  Christ be with you. 
	 People	 And also with you. 

The Response      Christmas Joy       Mark Schweizer (1956–2019)    
	  
When the song of  the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky has withdrawn, when the kings 
see their prophecy rightly fulfilled, when the princes and shepherds have gone; then the true 
work of  Christmas begins. To find the lost, to heal the broken hearts. To feed the hungry, to 
free the prisoner. To rebuild the nations, to bring peace among all brothers. To make music in 
the heart.  
                                                                            – Howard Thurman (1899–1981) 

Postlude     
Praise God together, O followers of  Christ, BWV 609     J. S. Bach                               
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Middle Grounds Needs Your Help!
     Help us extend a warm welcome on
Sunday mornings by picking up donuts,
brewing coffee, and setting up our
hospitality area for Middle Grounds. We
hope this space provides a central place
between our worship spaces and times
for Christian Fellowship. Middle Grounds
is often the first place we get to know
new visitors and form connections to
various areas of discipleship. Check out the link on our LinkTree page
(see QR code above) or contact Pastor Miranda.

HAPPENINGS Jan. 11,
2026

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
7 a.m. Wednesdays, Fellowship Hall

Healing Prayer Ministry
9 a.m. Wednesdays, Trinity Chapel

Clara Golden Circle,
United Women in Faith

7 p.m. Monday, Jan. 12, in Room 216

MidWeek Activities
Starting Wednesday, Jan. 14

Dinner at 6 p.m., age-level ministries after
dinner, music opportunities for all ages

Food Pantry Distribution
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 15

Drive-through distribution

Guatemala Mission Trip
Jan. 17 through 25

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Monday, Jan. 19 – Church Office Closed

Mary Mitchell Circle,
United Women in Faith

1:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 19,
Wanda Eason's home, 1420 Bermuda St.

Nell Dyer Circle,
United Women in Faith

10 a.m. Monday, Jan. 19, in the church library. 

Caring Connections:
Memory Care, Respite, Support

Tuesday, Jan. 20
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall

LifeQuest Conway Classes Begin
Monday, Jan. 26 – Classes for senior adults

Bald Eagle Boat Tour
2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 31 – More info to come!
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