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By Nathan Fryar:
          For several years, the yard behind the Wesley
Foundation on College Avenue has been a fruitful location for
the ministry. From movie nights on the lawn, fire side
devotionals, and a fair number of pickup soccer matches, this
spot has grown students in fellowship and faith.
          But now, it will be growing more than spiritual fruit. For
several months, students have been hard at work building a
large garden bed to grow food for the feeding ministries of
Conway First United Methodist Church. The work started
back in April 2025, when a group of students with a vivid
imagination and nothing much else to do peered back into
what was at the time a thicket and saw what it could be. Over
the next summer, students spent hundreds of hours clearing
brush, leaves, weeds, and trees up to 45 feet tall from this area
of land. A large, raised bed has been constructed and filled
with a mixture of soil on sight and compost. It is estimated
that more than 100 different individuals from four different
colleges, as well as other church affiliated volunteers, have
worked on this garden bed.
          As it stands to date, students are waiting for the growing
season to begin in Central Arkansas this month, then planting
can begin. The garden will grow spinach, turnips, okra, kale,

carrots, onions, corn, potatoes, beans, and squash. The students
at the Wesley will use this garden to gain experience and
education in food production in residential areas, learn about
sustainable methods of growing food, and take this knowledge
with them to their own homes and communities, while
simultaneously serving our neighbors here in Conway.

Wesley Foundation Growing New Ministry

          It won't be long before we are waving palm branches on
a Sunday and imagining the people of Jerusalem shouting
Hosanna as Jesus entered the city for the last days of his life.
Only Jesus fully understood what his last week would entail;
the disciples didn't have a clue. Only in retrospect, were the
disciples able to see and understand. 
          In the same way, we look back to the last week of Jesus'
life through the lens of the Resurrection uncovering what God
has done for us through him. For the Church, this last week,
Holy Week, is the most important time of the year. Within
three days, God changed the world. Because of this, we
intentionally slow down to take it in and ask God's Spirit to
continue to inspire and enlighten us. 
          This year, we hope to see you at our varied Holy Week
Services. Palm Sunday services are part of our normal Sunday
schedule and take place on March 29. Our children will be
able to process and wave palm branches in each service
during the opening hymn.  
          On April 2, we will gather at 6:30 p.m. in the Great Hall
for our Maundy Thursday Service. During this service, we will
hear once again Jesus mandate (Maundy comes from the Latin
word, mandatum) to "Eat this Bread, and Drink this Cup.” We

will gather for worship and communion that evening. 
          On April 3, we will gather at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary for
our Good Friday Service. Through this service, we will walk
through the final hours of Jesus' life as we recall his arrest, trial,
and crucifixion. 
          On April 4, we will have our annual Easter Egg Hunt at 10
a.m. at the church. This is open to any in the community! Please
invite your friends! 
          Finally, we will close out Holy Week with Easter Sunday as
we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.
          As Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15, "If Christ is not raised
from the dead, we have nothing to preach." The Resurrection is
the lynchpin of the faith and gives meaning to Jesus' ministry
and the cross. Join us for a time of great celebration.
          Bring fresh flowers for our Easter Crosses in our services
at 8:30 p.m., 9:05 a.m., and 11 a.m.! And, if you’re so inclined, you
may join our choirs at 8:30 and 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary to sing
the Handel’s “Hallelujah” chorus from Messiah at the end of
worship. Music will be available in the balcony.
          Let us be grateful for God's great work on our behalf in
Jesus Christ.

Journeying Through Holy Week
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During MidWeek
activities on March 11,
the children learned
about Palm Sunday
and acted out the

story of Jesus coming
into the city of

Jerusalem. They also
ended the evening
sharing their highs

and lows of the week.
We would love for as

many children as
possible to join us on
Palm Sunday to wave

palms during worship!

Sing With the Choir on Easter
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          Most of us have heard about
the Little Rock Nine, but have you
heard about the First Twenty Five?
          The Committee of Church
and Society is honored to host Rev.
Dr. LaVerne Bell-Tolliver at our 5th
Sunday presentation on Sunday,
March 29. During her presentation,
"The First Twenty-Five," Rev. Dr.
Bell-Tolliver will share her
experience desegregating Little
Rock’s five public junior high
schools—East Side, Forest Heights,
Pulaski Heights, Southwest, and
West Side—in 1961 and 1962.
          Don’t miss this opportunity
to hear firsthand about a pivotal
moment in Little Rock’s history and
to reflect on the ongoing work of
justice and reconciliation.
          Rev. Dr. Bell-Tolliver is a
retired clergy in residence at
Pleasant Hill the Christian
Methodist Episcopal (CME) Church,
where she formerly served as
pastor. She remains at that church
and is currently serving as a
children’s Sunday School teacher
and director of the children’s
church, which is her passion. She is
an ordained deacon and elder of
the CME.

Desegregation to Be Topic
of Fifth Sunday Presentation

          Professionally, Rev. Dr. Bell-
Tolliver is a contract therapist at
HLH Consultants, an agency 
working with clients who are
referred from the Department of
Children and Family Services.

---
The presentation is free and open

to the public.

10 a.m. Sunday,
March 29, Great Hall

Featured Speaker:
Rev. Dr. LaVerne Bell-Tolliver

author, editor & therapist

Pizza with the
Pastors Set April 12

          Join the Pastors for a Pizza
Lunch after worship on April 12
in the fellowship Hall from 12:15
to 2:30 p.m.
          As we enter the season of
Easter, we invite you to consider
your next steps as disciples of
Christ. How do you see yourself
plugging in at Conway FUMC?
Are you ready to enter into a
covenant of membership and
walk with fellow Christians in
your journey?
          Join us in learning about
the United Methodist Church
and specifically Conway FUMC!

In memory of Joyce Heird by: Larry & Hilda Malpica,
Bill & Cecilia Patterson, Jerry & Cherry White, Skeet
& Mary Jane Morse, Valera Tate, Kathy & Chris
Cooper, John & Glenda Brownlee, Jamie Bird, Claudia
Davis, Wade & Jill Hankins, Billy & Elizabeth
Humphrey, Round Table Sunday School Class, Tom
& Theresa Gerard, Michael & Donna Harris, Deana
Barnard, Roger Lewis, Jim Bruce, Stan & Marilyn Ott,
Roger & Linda Mills, Kathleen Boone, Clifford & Elise
McGinnis, Ida McGinnis, Carolyn Sanders, Kathy &
Paul Butt, Suzanne Nuss, Rex & Martha Ross, Rod &
Betty Beasley, Pat & Beverly Bowles, Charlene James,
Karen Hughes
In memory of Richard Porter by: Jeremy & Moriah
Bruner
In memory of Paul Taber by: Carol Schedler

In honor of Kish Jones by: Charles Pittman
In honor of Brenda Porter by: Jeremy & Moriah
Bruner

In Honor & Memory

Volunteer Opportunity
Grief Care Ministry Needs

Helpers to Send Notes
          The Conway FUMC Grief Care ministry is
well under way, and your help is needed. As part
of this ministry, congregants offer hope, support
and recovery by extending quality care and
helpful resources for those experiencing grief in
our church family.
          A large part of this effort includes sending
notes on important dates in a grieving person's
life. If you would like to join in this ministry area
of sending notes, please contact Donna Stephens
or call the church office.
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Confirmation Sunday

2026
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Veritas 2026!
          More than 30 youth and adults representing C1 youth
attended Veritas the weekend of Feb. 27 through March 1 in
Fort Smith. We attended worship sessions and talked about
“Imago Dei” or Image of God, a beautiful reminder of how
our identity is grounded in who we are to God. We don’t
get to decide the worth of anyone, including ourselves! Our
worth has already been decided by the one who created us
in his image. Youth also got the opportunity to join
breakout sessions, where they learned about everything
from “how to talk to people you disagree with” to “weird
and funny things in the Bible”
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