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Financial Update from
Pastor Nathan

June Budget Information
Offerings Collected:             $605,953.45 (YTD)
Money Spent on Ministry:   $592,943.11 (YTD)
Net income/loss:                     $13,010.34 (YTD)

Capital Campaign
Phase 1 - Pay off Debt

Amount left to pay on the loan: $90,000

          We have just over $58,000 in the capital fund
which is enough to make our payments through 2025.
Any and all gifts above this amount go to principal! We
only need approximately $32,000 more to pay off our
debt! And then we move on to phase 2 to make
necessary repairs in our facility!
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Back to School
Sunday

August 17, 2025, at all three
worship services

          Come celebrate the start of the 2025-2026 school
year with a special blessing for students, faculty, staff and
administrators at all levels – from preschool to college.
          Worship opportunities: 8:30 and 11 a.m. in the
Sanctuary and 9:05 a.m. in the Great Hall.
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In memory of Paul Taber by:
Robert Haskins, Frank & Debbie
Bartrow, Mike & Shirlee Papesh,
Martha Bumpers, Pat & Beverly
Bowles, Carol & Richard Clark,
Becky Hammett, David & Judith
Beane, Richard & Carolyn Sheckler,
Morris Pounds, Rita Jo Kafka

In memory of Bud & Sue Hines by:
Libba Tierney

In memory of Lana Chastain by:
Kathy & Chris Cooper

In memory of Marette Stiritz by:
Kathy & Chris Cooper, Claudia
Davis, Bill & Denise Bethea

In memory of Donna Montgomery
by: Cissy Adams

In honor of Kish Jones by: Charles
Pittman

In honor of Chad & Miranda
Hornsby: Martha Bumpers

In honor of Miranda Hornsby by:
Becky Hammett

In Memory
& Honor

Summer Shorts
Lecture Set Aug. 6

         Join us for our final Summer Shorts
lecture at 6 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 6, in the
Youth Blue Room.
          The final lecture will center around
denominational differences/similarities.
Have you ever wondered how a United
Methodist and a Baptist differ or what
makes them similar? Have you ever
wondered the differences between a
Presbyterian and an
Episcopalian?
          Well join us at 6 p.m.
on Aug. 6!
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Thank you to all who participated, attended and
organized the 10  annual Trivia Night! Through

entry fees and snack purchases, more than
$1,500 was raised for Rise House, which

advocates for and assists survivors of family
violence and sexual assault in Conway and the

central Arkansas area.

th
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          The "Let's Celebrate Pride" Fifth Sunday program on June 29
featured powerful personal testimonies from FUMC members
Jayden McCormick-Drye, Jason Cameron, Jason Saugey, and Olivia
Smittle. Each speaker shared their experiences navigating their
identities as queer individuals within a church setting, offering
insights into their personal journeys of faith and self-acceptance.
We also heard encouraging stories of how our congregation has
provided a safe place for the LGBTQIA+ community to worship, and
what we can do to continue to grow our allyship. 
          The program was met with an excellent response from the
congregation, and the Church and Society Committee is excited
about our plans to provide a more affirming place to worship. We
are also thrilled to announce there is a Pride shelf in the church
library with several helpful resources. We've put together a
resource guide if you're interested in learning more about the
LGBTQIA+ community and how to be an ally. You can check that
out here. If you weren't able to attend the program you can watch
on the church’s YouTube channel at @conwayfumc.

Mission and Ministry at FUMC

Jayden McCormick-Drye ( from left, photo above), Olivia
Smittle and Jason Cameron. Jason Saugey (below).

Summer Feeding Ministry
There’s time to help! Check LinkTree on Page 7

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1apObq_wcj_WfqKciRrDS-a45bCHPwRa4shLbioT4BW0/edit?usp=sharing


Nathan Fryar is a senior
at the University of Central
Arkansas pursuing a BA in
History with a minor in
Religious Studies. He works
as the Associate Director
of the Wesley Foundation,
the Pastoral Intern for
FUMC Conway, and as a 
Lifeguard and Facility Manager at the Thomas
C. Courtway Student Recreation Center. He
enjoys spending time with family and friends,
educational TV, and golf.
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FUMC’s 2025-26 Interns

Destiny Elms is entering
her senior year at the
University of Central
Arkansas. She is in the
candidacy process and
pursuing a dual degree in
Religious Studies and
Psychology. This year, she
is serving as the worship
intern and is excited for
another year in the
internship program.

Sheridan Austin is the new Wesley
Fellowship intern. She is a junior at
Hendrix College, majoring in Biology with
a minor in Religious Studies. With
aspirations to pursue a career in genetic
research, she is excited for the year ahead
and the opportunity to help lead Wesley.  

Our lead intern for Youth Ministries this school
year will be Amity Lemmer. She has been with us
for a year now serving along side all of our youth
and youth leaders. Amity graduated from Morrilton
High School in 2022 and is currently a senior at the
University of Central Arkansas majoring in Health
Promotion, in hopes to go to graduate school for a
doctorate in Occupational Therapy.

Jake Muse is excited to be serving as the UCA
outreach and freshmen intern for the 2025-26
school year! He is a student at UCA studying
Elementary Education. He lives in Conway, but
is originally from Little Rock and grew up going
to Trinity United Methodist Church. Since
coming to college, Wesley has made such an
impact on his life as a welcoming faith-based
community, and he looks forward to helping
make it that for other students!

Maggie Roberts is a sophomore at Hendrix
College and is studying psychology and music.
Maggie is from Dallas, Texas and grew up in Lake
Highlands United Methodist Church, where she
has served on mission trips, volunteered at
Vacation Bible School, and much more. Maggie is
so excited to be serving as the Children’s Ministry
Intern and feels so blessed to be able to serve and
teach children about the love of Christ.

Grace Wilsford is a junior at
Hendrix College earning her
degree in child psychology.
Grace is from Houston, Texas,
and grew up attending a local
United Methodist Church.
Grace is excited to serve as the
Wesley Discipleship Intern and
is passionate about creating a
positive and welcoming
environment for college
students as they learn about
God and the Bible.

          When polled across Arkansas, clergy named that
College Ministry was one of the most formative
experiences in discerning and pursuing their call.
Conway First has long been part of helping students on
their journey (enjoy Chapter 5 of A History of the FUMC
Conway, AR, if you want to learn what this looked like in
the 1950s!) 
          As students begin another year of college, we are
excited to support them in discerning who God calls
them to be in the world. Many who are serving as

interns this year are not new faces. You have seen them
serve in various forms of ministry over the years and fill
up pews on Sunday mornings.
          We are grateful to the Taylor Foundation, the 1610
Youth Fund, and the 1215 Club for making these
internships possible. 
          Please pray for them in their journey, and join us in
officially welcoming and celebrating them during our
Intern Commissioning in worship on Sunday, Sept. 21.



          Big changes are coming for the Conway FUMC Care
Giver Ministry respite care program!
          Co-chaired by Barbara Satterfield and Leigh Walls,
the group is now named “Caring Connections: memory
care, respite and support.” 
          A year of monthly caregiver social time will kick off on
Tuesday, Aug. 19, with an ongoing dementia-based curricula
of music, art, movement and games conducted by
volunteers under the direction of program coordinator
Leigh Walls (MS, CCC-SLP). Sessions are free: registration is
required and can be found on our LinkTree app.
          Volunteer training for the event is provided beginning
at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall, prior to the 10 a.m. sessions.
No prior experience is required: volunteers are friend-
facilitators for attendees. Volunteers are welcome!
          “I’m incredibly grateful and excited about the respite
care group within our church,” says volunteer Chris
Andrews. “It offers caregivers a much-needed chance to
step back and rest, knowing their loved ones are in good
hands. Community plays a vital role in caregiving, and
seeing that in action is amazing. The respite care group is
all in on being part of that support.”
          A new addition to the caregiver services are quarterly
caregiver educational speakers at the beginning of the
usual social time. The first quarterly program is from 10 to
10:30 a.m. Tuesday, Oct. 21.
          "I became interested in the FUMC caregiving program
because of my experience of caring for my dad at the end of
his life. I recognized that I needed resources to understand
how to best help the loved one needing care and the
caregiver,” says volunteer Sharon Reynolds. “I really
connected with the Rosalyn Carter quote ‘There are four 
kinds of people, there are those who have been caregivers,
those who are currently caregiving, those who will be
caregiving, and those who will need caregiving.”
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‘Caring Connections’: Respite
Care and Support at FUMC

          “I participated in the
Care Giver Connect and
Respite Care Session
last spring at FUMC.
I was so impressed with
how well planned the
activities were for the
family members needing care
and how much they enjoyed
participating. The atmosphere
was warm and safe and provided caregivers a needed
respite. I hope we can continue offering this ministry to our
congregation and community." 
          “Caring Connections” is a template program that the
FUMC Care Giver Ministry will make available to additional
churches to review with an invitation to also provide a
monthly respite program in their facilities. An orientation
luncheon for area pastors and their contacts/ volunteers is
scheduled for noon to 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 7 (details to
be announced).
          The overall goal of “Caring Connections” is to create
an ecumenical volunteer-based community program that
will provide places where caregivers of loved ones can
connect to share their stories, support each other, gain
information and/or have self-care time. It will also provide
two to three hours of meaningful respite care of loved ones
that focuses on what an individual can do when
purposefully engaged.
          Volunteer Cheryl Bennett says of this ministry: “As a
Parkinson’s patient myself, supporting this group gives me
encouragement and a feeling of gratitude that I can help
others as well. I want to encourage others with
neurological diseases to join us. We have a wonderful leader
and lots of fun. Small steps can make a great impact and lift
our spirits.”

Make Plans Now!

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Workshop Planned Aug. 18
          Registration is open and free for the SUPERHERO
Caregiver Workshop sponsored by Alzheimer’s Arkansas.
          The event will be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Thursday,
Aug. 14, in the Conway FUMC Trinity Building Great Hall.
          Respite funds are available to help cover costs of a
paid caregiver while attending this event, that includes
lunch and a variety of resources, support, and tips on topics 

related to dementia and caregiving.
          The workshop is made possible with grant support
from The Methodist Foundation of Arkansas and hosted by
the Conway First United Methodist Church “Caring
Connections” Ministry.
          For info and to register, email info@alzark.org or call
501-224-0021.

mailto:info@alzark.org
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Check out our Link Tree list of sign up forms and
volunteer opportunities by scanning the QR Code, or

visit the Resources section on our church website.



First United Methodist Church Staff Directory
   SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES:
8:30 & 11  A.M. –  SANCTUARY

9:05 A.M. –  GREAT HALL
LIVE-STREAMING AT 9:05 & 11  A.M. :

WWW.CONWAYFUMC.ORG
FACEBOOK.COM/CONWAYFIRSTUMC

OR YOUTUBE: @CONWAYFUMC
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Senior Pastor -- Nathan Kilbourne
Associate Pastor — Miranda Hornsby
Director., Children’s Ministries — Catherine Gatlin
Director, Youth Ministries — Zach Schrick
Director, MidYouth Ministries -- Christy Lemmer
Campus Dir., Wesley Foundation -- Amy Shores
Dir., Music/Worship Ministries — Jason Saugey
Assoc. Dir., Music (Praise Band) -- Stuart Holt

Assoc. Dir., Music (Children) — Linda Ball
Nursery Coordinator – Cara Rucker
Bookkeeper – Libby Conder
Supervisor, Hospitality Ministries — Ed Spears
Custodian -- Tim Tarpley
Financial Assistant — Laura Bounds
Communications Assistant — Colleen Holt

New Resident Invitation
         Thanks to the Hospitality & Outreach
Committee, the Taylor Foundation, and the
Conway City Chamber of Commerce, new
residents in Faulkner County will be receiving an
invitation to Conway First United Methodist
Church!
          Are you ready to see new visitors?
Remember to wear your name tag, introduce
yourself, and share our hospitality gifts when you
see someone you don't
know.
          Order your church
name tag using the Link
Tree under “Resources”
on the website at
www.conwayfumc.org
or scan the QR code here.


