
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
1610 Prince Street, Conway, Arkansas, 501-329-3801, www.conwayfumc.org 

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany  
January 18, 2026, 11:00 a.m. 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP  

THE WELCOME 

Prelude   
O Innocent Lamb of  God, BWV Deest       J. S. Bach (1685–1750)  

Introit      Behold the Lamb of  God       G. F. Handel (1685-1759)  

Behold the Lamb of  God, that taketh away the sin of  the world. 
                                                                                              – John 1                                                                        

The Call to Worship  

Officiant	 Sisters and brothers, rejoice. We live sustained by God’s 	 	
	 	 presence and love. 
People	 Thanks be to God. 
Officiant	 As we mourn the wounds of  God’s children,  
People	 God weeps with us. 
Officiant	 As we give thanks for brothers and sisters who have 	 	
	 	 lived in faith,  
People	 God gives thanks with us. 
Officiant	 As we struggle for justice,  
People	 God struggles with us. 
Officiant	 As we strive for peace,  
People	 God strives with us. 
Officiant	 As we work to build the beloved community,  
People	 God works with us. 
Officiant	 As we offer our gifts to all,  
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People	 God blesses us. 
Officiant	 Sisters and brothers, rejoice.  
People	 Sustained by God’s presence and love we worship 	 	
	 	 God. 

* Hymn 566           Blest be the dear uniting love                   Evan 

The Confession and Pardon, said by all 

Most merciful God, we your Church confess that often our 
spirit has not been that of  Christ. Where we have failed to 
love one another as he loves us, where we have pledged 
loyalty to him with our lips and then betrayed, deserted, or 
denied him, forgive us, we pray; and by your Spirit make us 
faithful in every time of  trial; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

All pray in silence. 
Officiant	  
Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ. But Christ suffered 
and died for us, was raised from the dead and ascended on high 
for us, and continues to intercede for us. Believe the good news: In 
the name of  Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  
All	 In the name of  Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to 	 	
	 God. Amen.  

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE  

The Prayer for Illumination, said by all, seated 

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of  your Holy 
Spirit, that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word 
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proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us today. 
Amen.  

The Scripture Lesson                                               1 John 4:7–12                                                                                                                                                         

	 Reader	 The word of  God for the people of  God.  
	 People	 Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 40, Hymnal p. 774 
	 The Psalm antiphon is sung first by the psalmist, then by all.  

* Hymn 398            Jesus calls us o’er the tumult                 Galilee  

* The Gospel Lesson                                         Matthew 18:12–14                                                                            

	 Pastor	 The Gospel of  Jesus Christ.  
	 People	 Thanks be to God.  

The Sermon	 God’s Initiative 

Affirmation of  Faith, Hymnal, 881 

Concerns and Prayers, all seated 

The Lord’s Prayer, text at Hymn 270 

The Offering                    

Anthem                
Dear Lord and Father of  mankind          C.H.H. Parry (1848-1918)  

Dear Lord and Father of  mankind, forgive our foolish ways; reclothe us in our rightful mind; 
in purer lives, thy service find, in deeper reverence, praise. In simple trust like theirs who heard, 
beside the Syrian sea, the gracious calling of  the Lord, let us, like them, without a word, rise 
up and follow thee. Drop thy still dews of  quietness, till all our striving cease: take from our 
souls the strain and stress, and let our ordered lives confess the beauty of  thy peace. Breathe 
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through the heats of  our desire thy coolness and thy balm; let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, O still small voice of  calm!   
                                                                    – John Greenleaf  Whittier (1807–1892)        

	 	 Text “Give” to 501-500-5335 
	 	 or place cash or a check in the offering plate 
	 	 or scan the QR code. 

As the offering is presented, the following hymn is sung by all: 
* Hymn 95                                                                     Old 100th             

The Prayer of  Thanksgiving 

THE SENDING FORTH 

* Hymn 292        What wondrous love is this?          Wondrous Love 

The Dismissal with Blessing 

	 Officiant	 The peace of  Christ be with you. 
	 People	 And also with you. 

The Response      Precious Name      William Doane (1832–1915) 
	  
Take the Name of  Jesus with you, child of  sorrow and of  woe; it will joy and comfort give 
you; take it then, wherever you go. Precious Name, O how sweet! Hope of  earth and joy of  
heaven.  
                                                                                   – Lydia Baxter (1809–1874) 

Postlude     
O Innocent Lamb of  God, BWV 656.3                            J. S. Bach                               
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HAPPENINGS Jan. 18,
2026

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
7 a.m. Wednesdays, Fellowship Hall

Healing Prayer Ministry
9 a.m. Wednesdays, Trinity Chapel

Guatemala Mission Trip
Jan. 17 through 25

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Monday, Jan. 19 – Church Office Closed

Caring Connections:
Memory Care, Respite, Support

Tuesday, Jan. 20
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall

MidWeek Activities
Wednesday, Jan. 21

Dinner at 6 p.m., age-level ministries after
dinner, music opportunities for all ages

Wesley College Activities Begin
Wednesday, Jan. 21

Food Pantry Distribution
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 22

Inside distribution with meal

LifeQuest Conway Classes Begin
Monday, Jan. 26 – Classes for senior adults

lifequestofarkansas.org

Bald Eagle Boat Tour
2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 31,

Lake Dardanelle State Park
Contact Jeremy Walter to reserve your spot.

Scout Sunday
Sunday, Feb. 1

All three worship services

Ash Wednesday Worship
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 18

Caregivers: Strategize
for Joy in 2026!

          Join the Caring Connections featured quarterly program* from 10
to 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 20, to hear Karen Walker, public speaker and
joy strategist.
          The program is free: registration is not required. Caregivers in all
situations are invited regardless of church affiliation. Meet at the FUMC
library by 9:45 to participate in the event. For more information, text
Barbara Satterfield with the title Karen Speaks to 501-733-9916.
          Karen Walker is a nationally known leadership coach and featured
speaker whose programs inspire, challenge and equip people to achieve
positive outcomes in work and life situations. Among her wide-ranging
presentations, she has conducted area workshops in Conway and Little
Rock in a variety of educational, business, community and senior care
settings.
          *The Caring Connections ministry supports caregivers by
providing monthly respite care programs for loved ones with
dementia/cognitive decline, and informal opportunities for care givers
to socialize with others or take time for self-care. Quarterly speakers
and programs are held on the third Tuesdays in January, April, July, and
October 2026 to focus on issues and strategies for caregivers.

United Women in Faith News
Mary Mitchell Circle will meet at 1:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 19, at Wanda Eason's home, 1420
Bermuda St. Wanda Eason is the chair.

Nell Dyer Circle will meet at 10 a.m. Monday, Jan. 19,
in the church library. We will have a speaker from
Faulkner County Library. Debbie Bartrow and
Connie Copley are co-chairs.


	Jan 18 E2 2026 Year A 1100.pdf
	Jan 18 Hymns and Psalm 
	Sunday Announcements FOR BULLETIN Jan 18 2026

