
 

 

The Tenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Back To School Sunday 

August 17, 2025 
11:00 a.m. 

1610 Prince Street, Conway, Arkansas, (501) 329-3801, conwayfumc.org 



Welcome to First United Methodist Church. Please accept this invitation to 
participate fully in worship and give glory to God. 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP  

THE WELCOME 

Prelude                   Aria in Classic Style             Marcel Grandjany             
                                                                                      (1891-1975)                                                                      
The Call to Worship 

Officiant We do not gather in vain, 
People for God is working in our hearts. 
Officiant The love of  Jesus Christ calls us together. 
People Our worship strengthens and empowers us 
Officiant to share the gospel. 
People The love of  Jesus Christ shines in our lives. 
Officiant Proclaim the good news with boldness. 
People The love of  Jesus Christ is at work in the world! 

Hymn 724       On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand      Promised Land 
   Sung by all, standing. 

All sit. 
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The Confession and Pardon 

All 
Almighty and most merciful God, you know the thoughts of  
our hearts. We confess that we have sinned against you and 
done evil in your sight. We have transgressed your holy laws. 
We have disregarded your Word and Sacraments. Forgive us, 
O Lord. Give us grace and power to put away all hurtful 
things, that, being delivered from the bondage of  sin, we 
may bring forth fruit worthy of  repentance, and from 
henceforth may ever walk in your holy ways; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

All pray in silence. 
Officiant  
May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us remission of  all our 
sins, true repentance, amendment of  life, and the grace and 
consolation of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
  

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE  

The Prayer for Illumination  

The Scripture Lesson                                     1 Thessalonians 4:1-2                                                                                                                  

 Reader The word of  God for the people of  God.  
 People Thanks be to God.   
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Psalm 25 UMC Hymnal 756, Antiphon No. 2  
 The Psalm antiphon is sung first by the choir, then by all.  

Hymn 733                    Marching to Zion               Marching to Zion 
   Sung by all, standing. 

The Gospel Lesson                                                 Luke 21:25-36                                         

 Pastor The Gospel of  Jesus Christ.  
 People Thanks be to God.  

The Sermon Living Counterculturally in the Light of  the Coming Christ 

The Affirmation of  Faith, UMC Hymnal 889 

The Blessing of  Backpacks 
   All children, youth, and teachers are invited to come forward. 

Officiant 
As you come forward, you will receive a squishy bumble bee key 
chain. On it, you see, Micah 6:8 which says, “And what does the 
Lord require of  you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God.” As you are at school, remember that God 
calls you to BEE kind! When you are kind, God is seen, known, 
and given glory!  

While you are at school, may this remind you to walk with God as 
you journey to and from school each day. 

I invite you to place your hand on your backpack/bag and another 
hand on a neighbor’s shoulder so we might all be connected as you 
receive this blessing.  
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Officiant The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Officiant Let us pray.  

Officiant 
God, we thank you for the gift and ability to learn and for being 
with us in any excitement and any fear we carry into the new 
school year. Help us remember to show our thanks for your gifts 
of  learning by doing our best every day. 

All 
We ask that you bless our schools, teachers, classmates, and 
friends. Bless our school board representatives and parents 
who advocate on our behalf. Bless the administrators and 
volunteers who help us learn and grow in this world. Bless 
these children, as they enter new schools, new classrooms, 
and new spaces. Guide them by your love.  

Officiant 
God, bless these backpacks, bags, and everything that is in them: 
Bless the pens and pencils for creating new things, the erasers that 
remind us that it’s okay to make mistakes,  and the notebooks, 
folders, tablets, and laptops waiting to be filled with all there is to 
learn.  

All 
You have asked us to be kind: to seek justice, offer mercy, 
and walk humbly. Grant us the courage to do your will as we 
live out our faith each and every day. Amen.  

Acknowledgement of  Volunteers 
 All who volunteer in service to children and youth in the parish, please stand.  
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Concerns and Prayers 
 Officiant Lord, in your mercy. 
 People Hear our prayer.  

The Lord’s Prayer 

All 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever. Amen. 

The Offering                    

Music at the Offertory       A Medley of  Hymns        Eleanor Fell  
                                                                                          (b. 1944)                                                                                

You may give in these ways:  
  Text “Give” to 501-500-5335 
  or place cash or a check in the offering plate 
  or scan the QR code. 

As the offering is presented the following hymn is sung by all: 
Hymn 70                                                                            Meineke 

Glory be to the Father  
and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning,  
is now and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen. Amen.    

6



The Prayer of  Thanksgiving 

THE SENDING FORTH 

Hymn 338                       Where he leads me                        Norris 
   Sung by all, standing.   

The Dismissal with Blessing 
 Officiant The peace of  Christ be with you. 
 People And also with you. 

The Response              Be thou my vision              Rhett Barnwell                                                                                            

Postlude   Little Prelude & Fugue in F, BWV 556    Joh. Seb. Bach  
                                                                                     (1685-1750)                  

Memorials 
To the glory of  God in memory of   

Marette Stiritz  
by David & Pebble Sutherland 
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The Officiant 
Rev. Miranda Hornsby  

The Preacher 
Rev. Nathan Kilbourne 

Reader 
Isaiah Smittle 

Harp 
Colleen Thorburn  

Trumpet 
Will Parrack  

Organ  
Jason Saugey  

PLEASE RECYCLE! 
You are encouraged to take your worship booklet and 
announcement sheet home with you, but if  you do not, 
please discard them in one of  the blue recycling bins 
located near the Sanctuary doors!
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